Curad silver bandages by Woelfel, Joseph A.
University of the Pacific
Scholarly Commons
School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences Faculty
Articles
Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and Health
Sciences
6-1-2004
Curad silver bandages
Joseph A. Woelfel
University of the Pacific, jwoelfel@pacific.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/phs-facarticles
Part of the Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences at Scholarly Commons. It has
been accepted for inclusion in School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences Faculty Articles by an authorized administrator of Scholarly Commons. For
more information, please contact mgibney@pacific.edu.
Recommended Citation
Woelfel, J. A. (2004). Curad silver bandages. Pharmacist’s Letter & Prescriber’s Letter, 20(6), 1–2.
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/phs-facarticles/71
 More. . . 
Copyright © 2004 by Therapeutic Research Center 
Pharmacist’s Letter / Prescriber’s Letter ~ P.O. Box 8190, Stockton, CA 95208 ~ Phone:  209-472-2240 ~ Fax:  209-472-2249 
www.pharmacistsletter.com ~ www.prescribersletter.com  
®
 
 
®
 
 
Detail-Document #200614 
−This Detail-Document accompanies the related article published in− 
PHARMACIST’S LETTER / PRESCRIBER’S LETTER 
June 2004 ~ Volume 20 ~ Number 200614 
 
 
Curad Silver Bandages 
Lead author: Joseph A. Woelfel, Ph.D., FASCP, R.Ph., Assistant Editor 
 
Introduction 
Curad is introducing a new line of bandages 
with silver in the wound pad.  Curad Silver is the 
first bandage using silver as an antibacterial.  It 
was just released in Canada as SilverHealing.  
Other medicated bandages use benzalkonium 
chloride or polymyxin B combined with bacitracin 
zinc.1 
Silver is used medicinally for its broad-
spectrum antibacterial properties and lack of 
organism resistance.  It is used in Foley or dialysis 
catheters, disinfectant applicators, burn ointments, 
and in the past as a solution for preventing 
ophthalmia neonatorum.2,3,4  It had been used as a 
silver foil dressing for wounds until after World 
War II and was listed in the Physician’s Desk 
Reference until 1955.5 
 
Products, Ingredients, and Uses 
Curad Silver is available in two product lines.  
Their bandages contain silver 60 to 460 mg/m2 of 
pad, whereas the gel bandage contains 0.003% 
silver oxide.6  
All products are indicated for application to 
minor cuts, scrapes, abrasions, lacerations, and 
scalds.  The gel product is formulated with a semi-
occlusive wound pad and a multi-day hold 
bandage adhesive.6   
 
Efficacy 
Laboratory tests showed that silver in the 
bandage pad reduced antibacterial growth (S. 
aureus, E. coli, E. hirae, and P. aeruginosa) for 
24 hours, and for 48 hours with the gel bandage.6  
No comparative or clinical outcome studies are 
available.  Comparative studies with other 
antibacterial pad bandages are not available. 
 
Safety 
In Curad trials, no allergic reactions to the 
silver pad components were reported.  However, 
the packaging of the product contains natural 
rubber latex which can cause reactions.  
The products have not caused any staining of 
skin or clothing.  
 
Cost 
Curad Silver bandages are priced about the 
same as an antibiotic or antibacterial pad bandage 
ranging from $0.18 to $0.20 per bandage.  
Antibacterial containing bandages generally cost 
five to seven times that of a regular adhesive 
bandage.  The special Curad Silver Gel bandage 
costs approximately $0.62 to $0.77 each 
depending on the supplier.1  
 
Manufacturer 
Beiersdorf North America, Inc. 
Wilton, CT 06897-4122 
203-563-5800 
www.curadus.com 
 
Conclusions 
These silver containing bandages, like other 
antibacterial pad bandages, offer another choice 
for consumers desiring to avoid the application of 
an antibacterial cream or ointment to a regular 
bandage.   
After cleaning a wound with mild soap and 
water and drying, most superficial wounds may 
simply require the application of an adhesive 
bandage.  Whenever there is a question of wound 
cleanliness, an antibacterial bandage or regular 
bandage plus antibacterial ointment or cream is 
recommended.7 
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Users of this document are cautioned to use their own 
professional judgment and consult any other necessary 
or appropriate sources prior to making clinical 
judgments based on the content of this document.  Our 
editors have researched the information with input 
from experts, government agencies, and national 
organizations.  Information and Internet links in this 
article were current as of the date of publication. 
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